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A Homelessness is
closely connected to
declines in physical
and mental health.

A Homeless persons
experience high rates ..
of health problems, =
such as HIV infection,
alcohol and drug
abuse, mental iliness,
tuberculosis, and -

s
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other conditions. OVE?T\ :




What city has the worst homelessness crisis?

It depends on how and what you count. Here are four different ways to look at homelessness in America’s 30 largest cities with a

population of more than 600,000.
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CALIFORNIA
— 34 in every 1 0,000

people were experiencing
homelessness

n Unsheltered (91,642)
n Sheltered (42,636)

Total Homeless, 2017

134,278 Source: Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress, 2017
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HOMELESS POPULATION

OVER 610,000, 2018

I Estimates of Homeless People

By State, 2018
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*California has 12% of U.S. population and 24% of U.S. homeless



Homeless individuals are at risk for many
diseases because of:

Limited access to sanitation and hygiene

Barriers to medical care

Increased exposures to infectious
diseases and inabllity to self-isolate
when ill (e.g., TB, hepatitis A)



WHAT DOES PUBLIC HEALTH HAVE . | [ e WeLL
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TO DO WITH HOMELESSNESS?

A Impacted by environmental-related factors:
A Extreme temperatures (e.g., heat & cold)
A Disasters (e.g., fires)

A Limited access to optimal nutrition or physical

activity

A Health needs of homeless children may not be

addressed (e.g., behind on vaccinations)



POPULATIOSNPECIFICHALLENGES

A Lack of transportation

A Communication with the
population is difficult

A Difficult to reach for outreach and
Interview

A Low vaccination rates among
adults for CDC indications (e.g.,
hepatitis A)



NEEDS OF THE HOMELESS

MASLOW'S
HIERARCHY OF NEEDS

Self-fulfillment

needs

Psychological

needs

Belongingness and love needs:
intimate relationships, friends

Maslow's hierarchy of needs is a description of the needs that motivate human behavior.



Disease Burden: overall, Physical Pain: stems from rough
individuals described the same Chronic Disease o sleeping, early onset of arthritis
costly, complex, and preventable Management Chronic Poin and aging, disabilities, untreated
conditions as the general or undiagnosed conditions, wounds,
population: diabetes, asthma, and lack of medication access.
hypertension, cardiovascular
disease, and cancer.

Emotional Well-being: additional
pain and suffering from chronic
The major differences lflre Basic Needs stress, trauma, and untreated
frequency of co-occurring mental health conditions. Alcohol,
conditions and challenges smoking, and other substance use
to stop disease progression. were intertwined in reports of pain.

Dental Care: reported needs Vision Care: reported needs

included emergency surgeries included frequent eye glass
and complex oral health needs Basic Physiological Needs replacement, vision loss from
due to access issues, chronic * Food, water and refrigeration: limited diabetes, other disease, and
disease progression, and control over when and what is available traumatic brain injury.
challenges with basic * Showers, laundry, and bathroom access

oral hygiene. =  Rest and recovery: safe and comfortable

places to sleep uninterrupted
®* Communicable and transmittable disease
concerns (lice, TB, hepatitis A)
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This message is intended for internal medicine, infectious disease,
family medicine, pediatrics, emergency medicine, and urgent care providers.
= — priate.

NEWS RELEASE ave now been denife n bot

rea of South Los Angeles. We

313 N. Figueroa Street, Room 806 » Los Angeles, CA 90012 » (213) 240-8144 » dii h.lacounty.gov LA COUntY
. - - i . . . : - - -
Facebook.com/LAPublicHealth = Twitter.com/LAPublicHealth patlents with febrile illness of
low).
borne typhus to Los Angeles
For Immediate Release: For more information contact: rking day
February 07, 2019 Public Health Communications use standard contact precautions

(213) 240-8144

media@ph.lacounty.gov

a ABOUT v  RESIDENTSv BUSIN

Update on Flea-Borne Typhus in Los Angeles County 7=
BIPASADENA

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles County Department of Public H¢ EEBLIC S AL R EDEEASMERTE Q
Angeles County. An increase in flea-borne typhus cases in re

“Flea-borne typhus is regularly found each year throughout actors
support wild animals that can harbor infected fleas,” said M A - News & Announcements - Elevated Levels of Flea-Borne Typhus ed trash
clean-up and rodent control activities, and | continue to eng s
practice safe flea control as well.”

Elevated Levels of Flea-Borne

Typhus

October 5,2018 @ News & Announcements

@ Happy Pets, Healthy People @

Protect Yourself & Your Family From Flea-borne Typhus




MURINE TYPHUS

LOS ANGELES, FEBRUARY 2019

A

>

Acute febrile iliness caused by Rickettsia typhi, is distributed

worldwide.

Mainly transmitted by fleas of rodents, associated with cities and ports

where urban rats (Rattus rattus and Rattus norvegicus) are abundant.
In the US, cases are concentrated in TX and CA.

Contrary to the classic rat-flea-rat cycle,
most important reservoirs of infection

in these areas are opossums and cats.

Cat flea, Ctenocephalides felis,

has been identified as principal vector. = §
Photo: CDC



PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS
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SAN DIEGO, APRIL 2018

WOUND BOTULISM

A 6 cases of wound
botulism San Diego
County in the Spring
2018, including one
death

A Cases are linked to the

use of black tar heroin
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

FEB/MARCH 2018

OUTBREAKS AMONG HOMELESS IN SEATTLE AND ALASKA

A Group A streptococcus
A Shigella

A Bartonella Quintana (Trench fever due to body louse)

Seattle area: Bartonella, Group A strep infections on the rise
among the homeless

by NEWS DESK

(© March 18, 2018 Headlines, US Mews
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http://diymaps.net/
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